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Metb Town Hall Talking Points

Welcome
* The methamphetamine problem in this country desperately needs attention.
* Methamphetamine abuse has increased dramatically in recent years, reaching
all corners of the United States.
* The effects of meth are devastating families and communities across the nation.
* I personally understand meth's destructive effects in my home state of
Montana. Meth has such a profound impact on the lives and families of
Montanans.
* I've been deeply committed to fighting meth for many years now. Most
recently, I was a proud co-sponsor of the Combat Meth Act and as Ranking
Member of the Finance Committee I have been holding hearings to raise the
discussion about meth in the Senate.

Intro for Pew Shea
* I am pleased to introduce Peg Shea from the Montana Meth Project.
* The Montana Meth Project is aimed at significantly reducing the prevalence and
frequency of meth use in the state.
* The Montana Meth Project ads are definitely making an impact in Montana.
* And Peg directly responsible for that. She's been the Executive Director of the
Montana Meth Project since September 2005.
* Peg is a licensed social worker, addiction counselor, and drug prevention
expert, with nearly 30 years of experience in counseling and addiction services.
* Before the Montana Meth Project, Peg served as the Executive Director of
Western Montana Addiction Services in Missoula.
* I am eager to hear Peg talk about how the Montana Meth Project's is working to
curb meth use among teenagers.

Funding to FiVht Meth
* I've been meeting with the Drug Task Forces and local law enforcement that
rely on HIDTA funding to do their jobs. And what I hear time and time again is
that it takes money to fight meth.
* That's why I was determined to get Montana into the Rocky Mountain HIDTA
so we could get more dollars for our law enforcement officials. We needed this
funding so we could more effectively combat meth.
* I work hard each year to ensure HIDTA funding. I helped restore HIDTA
funding last year and I have continued to work again this year.
* I am now sending another letter with my Senators Dorgan and Cantwell to the
Appropriations Committee for additional funding.
* Without HIDTA money, JAG and COPS grants, efforts to fight meth will be
lost. And at the expense of Montana children and families.
* That's why I continue to work so hard to bring money to Montana to fight
meth.

Meeting with Montanans
* Last year I launched a state-wide public service campaign to reach our young
people in Montana.
* As I've traveled around the state, I've also talked one-on-one with middle and
high school students.
* When asked if they know anyone who is using methamphetamine, most of them
raised their hands.
* This should be a wake up call to all of us that this highly addictive, very
dangerous drug. It's infiltrated the fabric of our families and schools.
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Work on the Finance Committee
* I know how devastating meth is to my state. And I want my other colleagues to
know as well. So I've been holding hearings on the Finance Committee that
focus on methamphetamine issues.
* In April, we held a hearing on the effects of the meth epidemic on child welfare
issues.
* Meth is wreaking havoc on our kids. More than 65 percent of all foster care
placements in the state are directly attributable to drug use and over half of
those are because of meth.
* After this hearing I worked hard to include funding ($ 145 million) for grants
that would work on treatment and prevention initiatives. This is now headed to
the President for his expected signature.
* Just two weeks ago we held another hearing on the new law enforcement
challenges, now that pseudoephedrine is off the counter in many states. And
soon to be all over the nation on September 30.
* Over 80% of the meth consumed here in the U.S. is from Mexico. I've
encouraged Customs and Border Protection to conduct a study examining the
changing movements of both meth and its precursor chemicals across our
borders and through our ports of entry.
Conclusion
* In Montana, I am focusing on the meth problem on three fronts simultaneously:
1) education and prevention, 2) working with law enforcement, and 3)
enhancing treatment programs.
* Stamping out meth is one of my top priorities. That's why I'm working with my
,Senate colleagues and folks at home to focus on ways to fight meth.
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